FOREWORD

From September 27 to October 2, 2005, SEH returned for the 2nd time to its birth place.
Founded in 1979 at the Zoologisches Forschungsmuseum A. Koenig (ZFMK) in Bonn, the society
returned to its founding place for the first time in August 1995. The proceedings volume of that
meeting was named “Herpetologia Bonnensis” and published in 1997.

It was our original intention to invite SEH again in 2009, not only because of the 30th
anniversary of its foundation in our museum but also because one of the editors (WB) will
have to face his retirement at the end of this year and he thought that a second SEH congress at
ZFMK would be a very appropriate concluding event for his nearly 40 years of herpetological
work in this institution. However, in spring 2005, we were surprised by the information that the
13th O.G.M. which originally was scheduled for an Italian site, could not take place there, and
a new location was desperately searched for by the SEH council. So we advanced our invitation
without hesitation for four years but were of course aware of the limited preparation time for this
congress. But things went fairly well, more than 200 herpetologists registered, and the O.G.M.
was mostly considered successful and generally appreciated by the participants. Again, as in
1995, Museum Koenig and its lecture hall proved to be too small to house all participants, but
in the mean-time a new hotel (DERAG Hotel “Kanzler”) had opened just in the neighbouring
building so that both locations could be linked for the purpose of this congress.

14 months later, we can now present the proceedings volume of this 2nd O.G.M. that was held
in Bonn, and we consequently name it “Herpetologia Bonnensis 117,

Of nearly 80 oral presentations and roughly the same number of poster presentations, 56
papers were submitted to the editors for the present volume. They cover a particularly wide array
of topics, wherefore we decided to arrange them in the alphabetical order of the respective (first)
authors. The two workshops on ophidian sensory biology and on herpetodiversity of Vietnam
follow separately, with equally alphabetically listed participants resp. authors.

A third workshop integrated into the congress was the IUCN Global Assessment Regional
Workshop on non-Mediterranean Reptiles of the Western Palearctic, coordinated by Neil Cox
and Carlo Rondinini. Its results will of course be published elsewhere, in the framework of
IUCN’s publications.

The editors are aware of the fact that neither the congress nor this book could have been
successfully completed if not numerous persons would have helped in a very effective manner.
First of all, we should like to express our gratitude to those persons who - next to us - met our
organisation committee (in alphabetical order): Wolfgang Bischoff, Ursula Bott, Viola Gossmann,
Monika Hachtel, Peter Sound and Philipp Wagner. Secondly, we cordially thank our student crew:
Alexander Burmann, Albia Consul, Anke Frank, Alexandra GrofBlerichter, Astrid Heidrich, Ralf
Hendrix, Monique Hoélting, Claudia Koch, Tobias Kohl, Melanie Madscher, Lisa Meier, Daniel
Ortmann, Birgit Rach, Jiirgen Roder, Sarah Schellberg, Peter Schmidt and Klaus Weddeling, for
being always present, assisting with the media during the lectures, and being always available
for the participants, for answering questions and solving problems of any kind that may come up
during such an international event.

Thirdly, we wish to deeply acknowledge the help and support of the following organisations:

- the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) for making the participation of our Russian and
Ukrainian colleagues possible;
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- the Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Herpetologie und Terrarienkunde (DGHT) for generously
sponsoring the joint evening dinner at the boat tour on the Rhine;

- The Alexander-Koenig-Gesellschaft (AKG) and the Cologne Zoo for providing the funds
necessary for the participation of two colleagues from Vietnam.

But also the ontogeny of this book required many helpful persons and we were lucky enough
to experience much support. Each of the articles contained in the present volume was peer-
reviewed, and the colleagues who were willing to serve as reviewers, next to ourselves, were
(again in alphabetical order): Raoul Bain (New York), Patrick David (Paris), Michael Franzen
(Miinchen), Frank Glaw (Miinchen), Monika Hachtel (Bonn), Julian Glos (Wiirzburg), Ulrich
Joger (Braunschweig), Franz Krapp (Bonn), Axel Kwet (Stuttgart), Alexander Kupfer (London),
Mark-Oliver Rédel (Wiirzburg), Ulrich Sinsch (Koblenz), Andreas Schmitz (Genéve), Sebastian
Steinfartz (Bielefeld), Bryan Stuart (Chicago), Frank Tillack (Berlin), Klaus Weddeling (Bonn),
David R. Vieites (Berkeley), Klaus Weddeling (Bonn), Katharina Wollenberg (Mainz). Mrs.
Lieselotte Schulz, Cologne Zoo, was kind enough to prepare the table of contents of this book,
and Uwe Vaartjes (Bonn) designed the logo of the congress and the title page of this volume.

Finally, special thanks are due to Edoardo Razzetti, webmaster of SEH: for the first time, the
articles of an SEH Proceedings volume are being made available as open-access-PDF files from
the SEH website, and we thank Edoardo for volunteering for this work.

The whole process of generating this volume was accompanied and reliably influenced by
the indispensable help of Ursula Bott (ZFMK Bonn). Without her, the project would have come
hardly to a positive end.

Bonn, 16 December 2006
For the editors: Wolfgang Béhme

Participants of the 13th SEH-eengress-at Bonn.
Group photograph taken by Thorsten Hartmann
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